
Little Johnny came running into the house shouting, "Mommy! Mommy! Guess 
what? I'm nine feet tall!"
     Mommy looked down on Little Johnny and suppressing a chuckle asked, "And
how do you know that you are nine feet tall?"
     Little Johnny replied, "I made myself a measuring stick, and I measured 
myself, and I'm nine feet tall!"

     Oh the joys of childhood. Able to use logic after seeing it used (mostly on 
them) but without understanding of the reasoning needed to arrive at a proper 
outcome. It does not faze them that "Garbage In equals Garbage Out." Bound 
only by the limits of their imagination they can come up with some real stretches
of reality. They can think of a goal to reach and logic is whatever gives them 
their particular goal of the moment. Some times it's funny. Some times it's not.

     This time of year seems to bring out a lot of ideas in search of a logical 
measurement that counters the accepted measure. There are those who insist 
that we must measure the Irish, the Vikings, the Chinese, the Japanese, the 
Africans, the Melanesians, the Polynesians and/or even the Israelis as the 
"Discoverers" of the Western Hemisphere. There are those who insist that we 
measure Halloween as a Satanic plot, as a commercial plot, as a good thing 
and/or as a bad thing.

     Even something as simple as the concept of giving thanks to God for life and 
the ability to continue to live has multiple measurements thrown down to either 
obfuscate or at least confuse such thanks. A simple declaration of Thanksgiving 
is attacked as a measure to steal and plunder, to gain advantage over others. A 
submission to God and a recognition of His power and grace is not even in the 
measure countering the accepted. But as bad as that may seem, it has been far 
worse for far longer.

     Look at the state of the Church. Every sect or denomination is a declaration of
a different measurement, a proclaimed "better" measurement, than the others. 
Even in our somewhat small town of Sweet Home we have just up the road a 
"Kingdom Hall" of the Jehovah's Witness sect where you are guaranteed to feel 
special in your special knowledge. Just across the road we have a "Hill Top 
Church" where the music is loud and catharsis is guaranteed. Just down the 
road we have a "Full Gospel Church" which in and of itself proclaims all others 
are deficient, half measure, Churches and the salvation of the world will come 
when everyone suddenly starts gargling and/or rolling on the floor. In the nooks 
and crannies of our town are many other denominations seeking to protect their 
adherents from the others. 



     The world sees this. The world isn't stupid. Those in the world think that it 
obviously doesn't matter what you believe as everyone else believes something 
different. They conclude that if it is "Every Denomination for Itself" then it's 
"Every Man for Himself." Many, no, make that most, decide to measure 
themselves by their own measurement standards. They judge themselves as 
being just as good or even better than "Those People." This is the logical path of
the undeveloped mind. A mind not grown in a measured path of development.

     The Apostle Paul had to confront this right at the beginning of the Church. He 
had to write two somewhat long letters to the Corinthians addressing their 
departures from the goal of Godliness in Christ. In 2 Corinthians 10:7 Paul hits 
them with their problem, "You are looking at things as they are outwardly. If 
anyone is confident in himself that he is Christ's, let him consider this again 
within himself, that just as he is Christ's, so are we."

     The next 4 verses are Paul again establishing his authority to speak to them 
and then in 2 Cor 10: 12-18 he writes, "(12) For we are not bold to class or 
compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but when 
they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with 
themselves, they are without understanding.
(13) But we will not boast beyond our measure, but within the measure of the 
sphere which God apportioned to us as a measure, to reach even as far as you.
(14) For we are not overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for 
we were the first to come even as far as you in the gospel of Christ;
(15) not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labors, but with 
the hope that as your faith grows, we will be, within our sphere, enlarged even 
more by you,
(16) so as to preach the gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not to 
boast in what has been accomplished in the sphere of another.
(17) But he who boasts is to boast in the Lord.
(18) For it is not he who commends himself that is approved, but he whom the 
Lord commends.

     Let us be sure that we are in the commendation of the Lord. Not in boasts of 
any status we've obtained or aspire to but in the keeping of the Lord's 
commands. The Lord said that if we love Him we will keep His commandments, 
John 14:15. The Lord also said, "Do this in remembrance of Me" referring to His 
Last Supper. As Luke records in chapter 22 verses 19 and 20, "And when He 
had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, 'This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me. 
And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, 'This cup 
which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood." 



     We have weekly opportunity to give thanks to the Lord for His preparations for
our salvation. We thank Him for His invite to His table to partake in a covenant 
that He established. This is a Thanksgiving that needs to be shared with all who 
will acknowledge the Lord and His work and not their own. Come with a thankful
heart and partake.

In the Love of Christ Always,
DeMilt Morse


