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Intro
The noted 20th Century bank robber, Willie Sutton, also known as “Slick Willie”, had a simple 
explanation when asked why he robbed banks: “That’s where the money is.” 

In a much more positive way, this simplistic answer fits the apostle Paul’s missionary trips. He went to 
the cities, to places like Antioch and Corinth and Ephesus, among the 10 largest cities in the Roman 
Empire. If asked why, Paul’s answer would likely have been something like Willie’s: “That’s where the 
people are.”

Today’s lesson is the first of four dealing with Faith and Salvation, our theme for the second unit of the 
summer studies. All four lessons will come from the book of Romans. Paul felt God calling for him to go 
to Rome, in part because some who he had led to faith in Christ earlier had gone to Rome. He writes the 
letter ahead of his coming to give Roman Christians teaching and wisdom in several areas of both 
doctrine and relationships, both within and outside the church. Our passage from chapter 1 ends with one 
of the most well-known and powerful verses about the gospel’s purpose and power.

Read Romans 1:8-17

1. vs.  8: Paul’s encouragement to the Romans
Their faith is known all over the Roman world
This could be partly because many of Claudius’s expulsion of Jewish Christians (49 AD)

There was conflict, apparently between Jews who had become Christians and those 
who had not

The Romans leadership didn’t see the distinction
All Jews were expelled, whether Christians or not

By the time Paul writes the letter, Claudius had died and the Jews were returning to Rome
The return of Jewish Christians has caused some challenge in the churches

What’s the relationship between Jews, Gentiles, and God?

2. vs.  9-10: Paul’s goal and purpose
Paul knows he is meant to preach the gospel to Gentiles
He feels led to preach the gospel in Rome

This is both for those already in Christ and those unconverted
The gospel is the full message, not just the salvation message

Paul acknowledges that God’s will is at work here
He wants to go to Rome, but God has had other plans for him so far
He has been wanting to go for quite a while
This letter of spiritual instruction needs to be written now, rather than waiting for 

the time when God will (hopefully) allow Paul to go to Rome



3. vs. 11: Paul’s goal for his letter
He speaks of giving a “spiritual gift”

He is likely speaking of spiritual insights rather than tongues, healing, etc
He is looking to give them something that they need that he can provide

His experiences have provided him wisdom to share with Rome
Paul would like to deliver this spiritual wisdom face-to-face

In-person teaching and fellowship is better than even the best written instructions

4. vs. 12: Paul speaks of mutual encouragement
Christians understand the need and value of shared faith with other believers

We worship together, we struggle together, we share victories together
We share encouragement in God’s promises to aid and support us

Paul is not just going to do these things to help the Roman believers
He also needs the Romans to do these things for him
We all need the support of other believers to live the Christian life

5. vs. 13: Paul’s explanation of his thoughts about coming
He has wanted to come but was prevented

God has not allowed this to happen yet; Paul acknowledges God’s leading
Paul hopes and expects to see the same results he has had elsewhere

In Corinth, in Philippi, and others—people converted, faith established
Paul’s goal is always to preach the gospel, to witness about Christ’s salvation

He’s not trying to get to Rome for any personal gain or fame

6. vs. 14: Paul’s sense of obligation
He says he is a debtor to Greeks and non-Greeks, wise and foolish

He means an obligation he feels to preach the gospel to them
All of these groups are unbelievers
Greeks valued wisdom, and saw themselves as culturally superior to others
Non-Greeks obviously didn’t speak Greek

The language sounded like “bar-bar-bar” to the “sophisticated Greeks
This is where the word “barbarian”, or uncultured person, came from

Paul doesn’t see any of these factors as disqualifying someone from hearing the gospel
Instead, he feels called by God to preach to them, to all Gentiles

7. vs. 15:  Paul wants to preach in Rome
He says he is “eager to preach the gospel” in Rome
He doesn’t mean only the salvation message, though that would be present
The whole gospel involves all the teachings of Jesus
Paul wants their knowledge of Christ and His Kingdom to grow

8. vs. 16:  Paul is unashamed of the gospel
People could feel shame from the gospel of Christ

He was executed on a cross, typical of the worst criminals of the day
This death could easily be ridiculed by critics—how could a Savior die this way?

Paul realizes that the “shame” of the cross is an incomplete view of the whole story
He realizes the cross is part of the story, not the entirety



Paul notes that the gospel has power
This eliminates or minimizes much of the shame
The gospel brings salvation to everyone who accepts Christ’s death
The gospel also is able to break down things that separate

Jewish and Gentile believers in the same church
Both were present in the church in Rome

9. vs. 17: Paul sees the gospel as revealing righteousness
He is seeing the gospel revealing God’s righteousness and man’s unrighteousness
The gospel shows that we can never become righteous on our own efforts
He concludes with a quote of Habakkuk 2:4: “The righteous will live by faith.”

This suggests faith in God in at least two areas:
Faith in Christ’s blood sacrifice for our sins
Faith in God’s workings in the world and our lives

Application:  Paul’s goals in this entire section revolve around his desire to be used by God, and his 
          willing acceptance of God’s will in his life. In all he does, he desires to help others grow in 
          faith, either by hearing the salvation message and accepting it, or by hearing the further 
          teachings that will help them grow in their faith. He reminds his readers that he is not 
          ashamed of the cross; by implication, he’s telling them that they should not be ashamed of it
          either. He wants all believers to know the truth of their faith, and then to grow and walk 
          confidently in that faith. 

Prayer: Father God, thank You for the boldness our faith in You can give us. Help us to follow Paul’s 
example of serving you willingly, of seeking to help others grow in faith and knowledge of You. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


