Quarter Theme: Judah, From Isaiah to Exile October Theme: Jeremiah and the Promise
of Renewal

November 2, 2025 “Jeremiah’s Rescue” Jeremiah 38:7-13
Lesson 5

Intro

Jeremiah and King Zedekiah have a complicated relationship. Zedekiah is the 21-year old uncle of the
previous king, Jehoiachin, who has been taken into captivity to Babylon. King Nebuchadnezzar has put
Zedekiah in his position, which indicates he owes some degree of loyalty to Babylon.

Still, Zedekiah has asked Jeremiah to pray for him and for a “word from the Lord”. But Zedekiah didn’t
like what he kept hearing from Jeremiah. He refused to humble himself or to listen to Jeremiah’s message.
Jeremiah has advised surrendering to the Babylonians in order to save lives, which led to him being
accused of being a traitor. An audience with Zedekiah results in more lenient treatment for a time. But
Jeremiah’s enemies conspire with Zedekiah to have Jeremiah put to death (38:4-6, just before today’s
passage). Jeremiah is constantly seen as a threat to the leaders Jerusalem and of Judah, because he
opposes their attitudes and practices over and over again. This leads them to cast Jeremiah into a dungeon
to die slowly of dehydration and starvation.

Read Jeremiah 38:7-13

1. vs. 7: A cistern is an underground reservoir used to collect water
At this time, many private homes may have had their own cisterns for this purpose
Because of the Babylonian siege, this cistern is fairly empty
They had to lower Jeremiah into it using ropes (vs 6)
There is no way for him to escape without help
He has been left to starve, in a pit where he can’t even lie down
Ebed-Melek means “servant of the king”, so a title rather than a name
He is from Cush, in the south of Egypt
His actions show that he has authority and is trusted by the king
The verse finishes with saying that Zedekiah was sitting at the gate of Benjamin
This gate appears to have been on the northeast corner of the city’s walls
The gates usually had benches for elders to sit and render judgments
They were gathering places for those seeking rulings on legal matters
It is likely Zedekiah is at the gate in an official capacity, ruling on cases
Ebed-Melik likely knows where to find Zedekiah, and goes to this location

2.vs. 8: Ebed-Melek comes to the gate from the palace, a distance of less than a quarter mile
He is coming to the king, who has permitted this treatment of Jeremiah
Ebed-Melek comes to the king in public, where all will hear his responses
Zedekiah may want Jeremiah to die, but admitting it in public is something else
The king’s servant goes right to the king—this is a life-or-death situation

3. vs. 9: Ebed-Melek presents his case for Jeremiah from two points
First, he says the men who have done this action have “acted wickedly”
This would include both the king and the men who actually put Jeremiah there



This statement indicates that Ebed-Melek believes in Jeremiah’s message
At the least, he believes that Jeremiah is a minister of God and speaks the truth

The way he says this is a tactful way of allowing the king to pretend innocence
Ebed-Melek has not directly accused the king, giving Zedekiah room to move

It is a wicked thing to shed innocent blood, something Jeremiah has accused the king of
See 2 Kings 24:3-4, as well as the later verses of Jer. 22:3 and 22:17

The second thing Ebed-Melek says is that Jeremiah will starve
In other words, he doesn’t deserve to die in this way

4. vs. 10: Zedekiah tells Ebed-Melek to take 30 men and get Jeremiah out of the cistern
His orders are to stop what is currently happening, not to find / punish those responsible
Zedekiah knows who is responsible—he himself
The failed attempt on Jeremiah’s life has been exposed to the public
By doing something about this situation, Zedekiah can claim he saved Jeremiah
He finishes by saying “before he dies”, indicating some urgency in needed

5.vs. 11: Ebed-Melek takes the men and goes to the palace
It appears the cistern that holds Jeremiah is below the palace
In chapters 32, 33, and 37 of Jeremiah, the place of his captivity is named
It is called “the courtyard of the guard”
He is now in the same area, but below ground in the cistern
In 38:6, the cistern is said to be that of Malkijah
His house borders the open area called “the court of the prison”
Malkijah’s son is Pashur, one of the men who wants Jeremiah killed (38:1-6)

They lower rags and old clothes to Jeremiah, the reasons being given in vs. 12

6. vs. 12: Jeremiah is to put them under his arms to add cushioning from the rope
This shows that Ebed-Melek is a caring person
Someone that was just doing a duty might not thing of how the ropes might hurt
The ropes were rough, and would certainly have cut into Jeremiah’s skin without padding
It’s also possible that Jeremiah has no clothing to protect his skin
He might have been stripped before being put into the cistern
Jeremiah does as Ebed-Melek asks

7. vs. 13: Jeremiah gets pulled up and remains “in the courtyard of the guard”
This looks like he’s in “protective custody”
As long as he’s with this guard, he won’t be re-arrested or killed by those who hate him
An interesting note about what eventually happens:
Ebed-Melek is called back to see Jeremiah
He is told that he will escape unharmed when the Babylonians break through
Because he trusted in God and delivered Jeremiah, he himself will be delivered



Application: There are a few things we can apply from this passage. First, for many of the prophets of
God, accurately telling what God was saying could be difficult. Even Jesus faces resistance
for telling the truth. Jesus reminds his disciples (meaning us too) that they have to “take up a
cross” to follow him. Second, Ebed-Melek is an example to us of one who shows courage to
do what is right. In this case, he risked disapproval from his boss (the king) to save the life of
one of God’s servants. God is faithful to care for those who act righteously. Ebed-Melek did
what was right for someone who needed his help, and did not look away or think that
someone else would take care of it.

Prayer: Father God, help us see those around us who are struggling, so that we can be their helpers. Help
us to never look away when we see suffering and injustice. Thank You for our rescuer, Jesus. We
pray in His name, Amen.



