
Success!
Triumph!
Victory!!!
 
These things are strived for and sought after. Multi-Billion dollar industries exist to satisfy 
people's longings to experience them no matter how vicariously. Sports promise to have a 
winner and a loser with the fanatics shouting to beat the other guys by any and all means. 
Partying, revelry and a delirious display of mayhem usually accompany the winning team. 
"We won!" "We are the champions!" "Woohoo! Woohoo! It's us!" 
 
Look back now at the Israelites. Their whole form of government and social interaction was 
according to the Word of God as delivered by and through Moses. They were children of 
Abraham and had expectations of some up lifting from God as a result of their adherence to 
the Mosaic laws. Time, drudgery and daily routine made it all seem like a farce to some and 
"why bother" to others. Many carved out their positions in the social spectrum and defended it
from any attempts to disrupt them. After all weren't they all looking for just a little win once in a
while in their lives?
 
Enter the scene a man named Jesus. John describes Him in John 1: 4,5 as, "In Him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it." What was going on here? Did someone really go about teaching that the 
religious leaders were wrong in their social prescriptions and practices? Did He really heal 
people and cure them of afflictions? Were losers becoming winners!?? What? What?
 
The conflict was coming to a crescendo with the resurrection of Lazarus. Everyone heard 
about that! How could it be kept quiet? The powers that be verses the powers promised were 
on a collision course. Everyone was already declaring victory and plotting the final party. 
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem and the crowds went wild. Mark 11: 7-10 says, "They brought the 
colt to Jesus and put their coats on it; and He sat on it. And many spread their coats in the 
road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields. Those who went in
front and those who followed were shouting; "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord; Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; Hosanna in the 
highest!"  Luke 19: 39 - 40 says, "Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, 
rebuke Your disciples." But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will 
cry out!" This was indeed Party Central and the stakes couldn't be higher.
 
The other camp had not conceded defeat and were plotting their party as well. John 11: 47 -
51 says "Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, 
"What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. If we let Him go on like this, all 
men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our 
nation." But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know 
nothing at all, nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the
people, and that the whole nation not perish." Now he did not say this on his own initiative, 
but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation." 
They were going to win at all cost even their own souls.
 
The story continues, of course, with further teaching and miracles by Christ and constant 
attack and defamation from the religious leaders. Betrayal and angst came upon the disciples 



as winning and losing sides became more obvious at least from moment to moment. The 
crowning move by Christ before the final foray was in His great gift to us of a spread table 
where we all, peasant and royalty, sit together in His name. As Paul recorded for us in I 
Corinthians 11: 23 - 26, "For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that 
the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, This is my My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me." In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This is the new covenant in 
My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes."
 
We can have no doubts as to who the winner is. Our meeting and participating in this supper 
is that proof. For we do have the sure knowledge of the most important thing to ever be:
 
"Up from the grave He arose! With a mighty triumph over His foes. He arose the victor from 
the dark domain now He lives forever with His Saints to reign."
 
"He arose!"
"He arose!" 
"Halleluiah! Christ arose!"
 
In Christ,
DeMilt Morse


