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Intro 

The word “Deuteronomy” comes from two Greek words meaning “second law.” Moses spoke these 

words after Israel had served its 40-year sentence in the wilderness. A new generation had replaced the 

old one, and needed to hear the Law of Moses for themselves. 

 

Law codes shape and are shaped by the culture. They define societal norms and expectations. They 

frequently include themes like repayment of debts, release of enslaved people, and the establishing of land 

rights. The Law of Moses does this also; it bears many similarities to others law codes of the ancient 

world, such as the Code of Hammurabi. The difference between those codes and the Law of Moses is 

God. He is the spiritual leader and king. And He calls His people to reflect His holiness, generosity, etc. 

in their lives. 

 

Read Deuteronomy 15:4-11 

 

1. vs.   4: Moses says here that there doesn’t need to be anyone who is poor in the land 

  This is because God has promised the land to them, and will bless them 

  God is always ready and willing to bless His people, if / when they follow Him 

  The land will provide all they need because God will bless it  

  

2. vs.   5: Here the promise of blessing in vs. 4 is tied to obeying God’s commands 

  The promise of blessing is conditional 

  In Deuteronomy 28, God says he will bless with protection and prosperity 

  In the same chapter, he says he will bring curses on them if they disobey 

   The curses are disease, famine, and domination by foreign nations 

  The book of Judges shows that God is true to His word 

  When Israel did evil in His sight, God caused the curses to come upon Israel 

 

3. vs.   6: God promises to bless Israel, and He will do as He has promised 

  It is impossible for God to lie (Heb. 6:18) 

  God does not change; He is the same always 

  If He promises, then because He cannot lie, He will do what He says 

  He promises Israel such prosperity that they will have enough to lend to other nations 

   They will have so much they will never have to borrow from others 

  He promises that Israel will rule over other nations—they won’t be ruled over 

  Both of these promises are conditional, based on whether or not Israel obeys Him 

 

4. vs.   7: The Law now states that “if” anyone is poor among you… 

  The instruction moves from the envisioned ideal to a future reality 



  There will come a time when there will be poor in Israel 

  When that time comes, people are to be compassionate and helpful 

  They are not to be “hardhearted or tightfisted toward them” 

  God’s people are called to notice and offer aid in such times 

  God reminds Israel that He gave them the land—they didn’t get it by themselves 

  As such, God is in charge of that land—it is His 

  He wants a spirit of generosity and care to be present in His land, for that is how He is also 

 

5. vs.   8: In this verse, God explains exactly what actions He wants from His people 

  “Be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need” 

  Being “openhanded” means to give freely of what one has 

  All that we have is a gift from God 

  As such, it is not ours, but we are stewards of His material kindness to us 

  Therefore, we are to give freely of what we have to others in need 

  The key phrase here is “in need” 

  There is a need for food, or clothing, or shelter, or water 

   Things which are desires but not needs do not fall into this category 

  God expects us to take care of each other—all humans, not just those in the church 

  This is shown in the parable of the Good Samaritan, which defines what a neighbor is 

  Jesus says a neighbor is anyone who is in need, even one who you may not like  

  

6. vs.   9: In the 7th year, God has decreed that all debts are forgiven 

  This prevents people from getting overwhelmed with debt and remaining in poverty 

  Someone who lends to another might not get back all that they loaned in this system 

  Knowing the 7th year is coming, they might feel resentful of the borrower 

  God says for people not to feel “ill will” towards those who borrow 

  They have borrowed because they were needy 

  God says He will hear if they cry out to Him if they are not cared for 

   He will hold the ones who didn’t help guilty of sin 

   

7. vs. 10: God advocates for a “generous heart” in giving to those in need 

  He cautions against having a “grudging heart” in giving 

  The benefit in giving from a generous heart is God’s blessing 

  He will bless in “all your work and in everything you put your hand to” 

  This is a great promise! 

   Giving to others generously will result in God blessing everything one does 

 

8. vs. 11: God announces that there will “always be poor people in the land” 

  This is the harsh reality compared to the ideal first mentioned in vs. 4 

  If there are always poor people, there will always be people in need 

  To be “openhanded” implies being always ready to give when there is need 

  God’s people are called to be compassionately generous all the time 

  To be openhanded is the opposite of being “tightfisted” as mentioned in vs. 7 

  God constantly uses the words “you” and “your” 

  This implies ownership—“your fellow Israelites” 

  The poor and underprivileged live in the same land as the wealthy and successful 

  Caring for the poor is not just a social issue; it is a personal issue for God’s people 



 

Read Matthew 25:42-45 

From the time of the Law of Moses to Matthew’s gospel was about 1400 years. Even though many of the 

Laws were “reinterpreted” by the Pharisees and scribes, what Matthew records of Jesus’ teaching all those 

years later show that the same principles God gave the people through Moses were still important.  

 

9. vs. 42: Jesus is telling people about what will happen when He (“the Son of Man”) comes back  

After He resurrects and goes to heaven, there will be a judgment on people’s actions 

In this verse, He says that he was hungry and thirsty, but some gave Him nothing 

This connects to the Deuteronomy verses about making sure the needy were taken care of 

 

10. vs. 43: This verse describes four other “needy” conditions: stranger, clothing, sick, in prison 

  God requires His people to care for the needs of others (see Lev. 19:34) 

  He calls for His people to act with commonplace humanity 

  In Isaiah, God calls for “true religion” to be practiced in four ways (see Is. 58:6-8) 

  --freeing captives, feeding the hungry, housing the exposed, covering the naked 

  Hospitality to others comes from having a generous spirit 

  Hebrews 13:2 reminds the church to “not forget to show hospitality to strangers” 

   These “strangers” are sometimes angels in disguise 

 

11. vs. 44: The people that Jesus said did not do these things for Him are surprised and confused 

  They ask Him, “When did we see You (in these conditions) and did not help you?” 

  They don’t remember seeing Jesus in any of these conditions 

  If they had, they seem to be saying, they would have done something 

 

12. vs. 45: God’s standards are usually upside down / backwards compared to what man thinks 

  Here, Jesus’ standard is how people have treated “the least” 

  Did people give “the least” food, water, clothing, housing, time and a visit? 

  These people didn’t—they see these “least” as below them, as unworthy 

  Jesus says they way they treat the least is how they treat Him 

  The grace and mercy we give to others is the grace and mercy we ourselves will receive 

  To neglect those who are suffering need is to reject / neglect the Lord Himself 

 

 

Application:  God calls His people to pay particular attention to orphans, widows, the poor, the needy, and  

          foreigners (strangers). God wants His people to see and comprehend needs and then be  

          moved by compassion into action. He wants us to serve one another as though we are  

          serving Him. Jesus teaches (radically) that compassion for the poor and needy is one way to  

          recognize true disciples. The way we give is a reflection of our remembering that our  

          abundance and blessing come from the Lord. Our Father provides for our needs, so if it is  

          withing our means to help another, we are to do so. There is no room for prejudice, racism,  

          judgment, or favoritism among the people of God. The poor, needy, sick, and imprisoned all  

          deserve our loving kindness, care, and attention; those in the church and those who are not  

          in Christ at all. Society may reject these people, but God sees them as children created in  

          His image.  

 

 



 

Prayer: Father God, give us loving hearts open wide to all people. Protect us from the sin of selfishness.  

Open our hands in generosity. Help us remember that everything we have comes as a gift from  

you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 


