
Quarter Theme: Many Faces of Wisdom         Unit Theme: Faith and Wisdom in James

August 2, 2020 “Faith and Wisdom”   James 1:1-11
  Lesson 1 of Unit

Intro
Today is the first lesson in our third unit of the summer series “Many Faces of Wisdom”. The whole 
month will be lessons in wisdom from the book of James. 

There are at least 5 men named James listed in the New Testament: 1) James the son of Zebedee (Mark 
1:19), 2) James the son of Alphaeus (in list of 12 apostles; Mark 3:18), 3) James the half-brother of Jesus 
(Mark 6:3), 4) James the younger the son of Mary (Mark 15:40), and 5) James the father of Judas (likely 
Thaddeus from other lists) one of the apostles (Luke 6:16). 

The James who authored the book is traditionally said to be Jesus’ half-brother. James. Though he didn’t 
believe in Jesus’ divine connection during Jesus’ lifetime, James became a leader of the church in 
Jerusalem. Paul specifically calls him an apostle in Gal. 1:19, and a “pillar” of the church in Gal. 2:9.  
James is one of the council members in Acts 15, defending Paul and Barnabas’ preaching to the Gentiles. 

The book of James is one of the earliest New Testament writings, probably somewhere in the 50’s, as 
James was martyred in 62 AD. James is a book full of practical “how-to’s” in living the Christian life. 
The three topics in todays passage deal with enduring trials (vs. 1-4), seeking wisdom (vs. 5-8), and 
handling wealth (vs. 9-11).

Read James 1:1-11

1. Why might James begin his letter by calling himself “a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”, 
     rather than referring to himself as Jesus’ brother? What is the right and responsibility of those who are 
     servants of God?

2. What is James suggesting to us when he says “consider it pure joy” (NIV) or “count it all joy” (NKJV) 
     in vs. 2? What are these words “consider” and “count” asking us to do? What does the word “when-
     ever” (NIV) or “when” (NKJV) tell us about the likelihood of trials in our lives?

3. In vs. 3, what is James’ reason for wanting us to rejoice when we face various trials? Use a dictionary 
    to define perserverance. How is that definition different from  passively enduring or hunkering down 
    until the storm passes?



4. In vs. 4, what is then end result James says will come by exercising perseverance? What is the 
    difference between being mature and being sinless?

5. In what way might vs. 4 (being mature and complete) and 5 (asking God if we lack wisdom) be 
    connected? What might vs. 5 be telling us about the nature of our prayer time with God, and what it 
    tells us about ourselves?

6. What conditions to making requests of God are given in vs. 6-8? What does it mean to be “double-
     minded”? Read Deut. 6:5. How can we do what this verse asks us to do in our daily lives?

7. How does the topic of wealth (vs. 9-11) connect to what James says in vs. 2 and vs. 8?

8. What is the contrast James develops in vs. 9-10? Restate this idea in your own words. How easy are 
    either of these things to do for the people in those circumstances?

9. What does James say will happen to the rich? How would you explain James’ ideas to a wealthy person
     in a way that does not condemn wealth in and of itself?

Application:  Today’s lesson introduces the three themes we’ll see over the next several lessons: the 
          reality of trials, the need for wisdom, and the reality of those in economic hardship. Our text
          says, “The trials we face produce the need to ask God for wisdom and can involve economic
          considerations. Above all, James impresses on us our need for God’s wisdom and our 
          inability to live faithful lives apart from it.”

Prayer: Father God, in whatever trials come our way, help us to seek wisdom and guidance from you, as 
            you are the only true source of wisdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


