Quarter Theme: Sacred Altars and June Theme: The Genesis of Altars and
Holy Offerings Sacrifices

June 29, 2025 “Jacob Sets Up a Sacred Pillar” Gen. 28:10-22
Lesson 5

Intro

This week we look at an incident in Jacob’s life. We have looked at his grandfather Abraham and his
father Isaac. God chose Abraham and his family to be the ones through whom He would bless the world.
Jacob seems the least-likely to be used by God. Genesis shows him to be a deceitful person, deceiving his
brother Esau twice, his father and his uncle Laban, and other deception later. In today’s passage, he is on
the run from trouble of his own making; he has left home so his brother Esaw won’t kill him. Yet God
still chooses Jacob to work His will through. And that is a key point of the passage: it’s not about Jacob’s
search for God, but God’s search for Jacob. And the result is that Jacob begins a spiritual journey.

Read Genesis 28:10-22

1. vs. 10: Jacob begins his trip in Beersheba, about 75 miles southwest of Jerusalem
This is where Isaac went to avoid conflict with the Philistines in last week’s lesson
He is headed to Harran, where Abraham lived before coming to Canaan
It’s over 500 miles between the two places, a lengthy journey of several weeks

2. vs. 11: This “certain place” Jacob gets to is the town of Luz (see vs. 19 below)
It is about 60 miles north of Beersheba
It is likely a few days’ travel before he arrived here
It is noted that he uses a rock as a pillow when he lays down to sleep
This stone will be significant to what happens later in the story

3. vs. 12: Jacob has a unique dream that night
This is one of several dreams in Genesis sent by God to Jacob, Laban, and Joseph
The word for “stairway” is not clear in its meaning
This word only appears this one time in the OT, so there are no comparisons
Some think it refers to a ziggurat, a pyramid-like structure with steps
A ziggurat had a platform on top, which may have held an altar or shrine
The angels certainly would have grabbed Jacob’s attention
The angels are “ascending and descending”, taking God’s message to earth

4. vs. 13: God is “above” the structure, not at its top
He speaks directly to Jacob instead of using His angels to deliver the message
His message is a confirmation of the promise originally made to Abraham
“I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying”
God reaffirms Jacob’s position in the lineage of covenant promises made earlier

5. vs. 14: God establishes to aspects to this promise that Jacob likely knew
He promises his descendants would be “like the dust of the earth”
In other words, everywhere
He promised that all people on the earth would be blessed through Jacob / offspring



Both of these promises were the same ones He had made to Abraham
Jacob was 15 when Abraham died, so He has likely heard of these his whole life
This shows that what God is doing isn’t a new thing

This is what His plan has been from the beginning

6. vs. 15: God’s promise here is that He will be with Jacob and will protect Him
In pagan thinking, gods were local—connected to a particular area
Jacob is currently moving away from Canaan, but God says He will still be with Jacob
There is nowhere Jacob could go physically that God wouldn’t be with him
This promise had to be encouraging as Jacob was a fugitive sojourner at this time

God says He will not leave Jacob “until I have done what I have promised you.”
This doesn’t mean God will abandon Jacob at some point in the future
God’s promise was that Jacob’s descendants would bless all nations
The blessing must continue into the future
This means God will always be present with those to whom He has made promises

7. vs. 16: Everything from vs. 12-15 was part of Jacob’s dream: the events and God’s words
It seems that Jacob woke up soon after the dream ended; it’s very fresh in his mind
He seems amazed that “the Lord is in this place”
Perhaps the place looked “ordinary”; perhaps he just didn’t expect God to be there
There was certainly nothing to indicate it was a holy place
He learns that God can make ordinary places holy because of His presence

8. vs. 17: Jacob is afraid here; it’s the same word that gets translated as “awesome”
The indication is that Jacob is filled with holy reverential fear
He speaks aloud here (he “said”, not “thought™) even though he is alone
This shows how impactful this dream was
He says the place is “the house of God”
This idea will be developed in vs. 19 below

9. vs. 18: Jacob takes the stone he used as a pillow and uses it to create a pillar for an altar
He then pours oil on it, which consecrates it (makes it holy before God)
This is the same process used to anoint / consecrate priests and kings

10. vs. 19: Jacob’s experience leads his to give the place the name Bethel
In Hebrew, Bethel means “house of God”
Bethel is one of the most-mentioned places in the Old Testament
It was unfortunately the place were Jeroboam built a golden calf idol
He did this to keep the people from going to Jerusalem to worship
This was about 10 centuries after Jacob
King Josiah destroyed this golden idol, but not until about three centuries later

11. vs. 20-21: God has promised to be with Jacob, to be with him and watch over him
Jacob now makes his covenant vow with God
If God will do this, meeting his needs, then “the Lord will be my God”
Jacob’s words do not show that he is unsure about God keeping His promise



This is his restatement of the conditions of the covenant

It is him reminding himself of what God has promised to faithfully do
The last phrase is his commitment to let God do His work in Jacob’s life
He has not always been a person who’s life reflected God’s character

He is committing himself to a deeper, closer relationship than ever before

12. vs. 22: Jacob concludes his vow of devotion to God with a purpose statement
He is establishing this place with the stone pillar as “God’s house”
This place is to be holy, a reminder that God is with His people
He also vows to give a tenth of all he will get from God (a tithe)
He has nothing at this point; he doesn’t know how much he will get later
He is devoting himself to this practice of tithing his gettings to God

Application: As was noted earlier, this story isn’t about Jacob searching for God, but of God searching
for Jacob, and “finding” him. From this point, Jacob begins to view his life differently, to be
open to seeking out God and to being used by Him. The same is true for us. We were sought
for by God, and He found us, and that experience changed our lives. We have much more of
God’s revealed will than Jacob did, but our response to God should be the same as Jacob’s;
to be in covenant relationship with Him. He wants to use us where we are, and if we are
open to the Holy Spirit’s guiding and prompting, God will guide us. And it won’t likely be
in a dream!

Prayer: Father God, thank You for abiding with us for generation after generation. You seek us when we
don’t seek You. Thank You. Please abide with us still, and help us to abide with You. In Jesus’
name, Amen.



