Quarter Theme: Costly Sacrifices March Theme: Christ’s All-Sufficient

Sacrifice
April 6, 2025 “Christ’s One-for-all Sacrifice” Hebrews 9:23-28, 10:1-4,
Lesson 1 10:11-14, 10:19-25

Intro

The book of Hebrews explains the superiority of the New Covenant over the Old Covenant. The book was
written to Jewish Christians who were struggling with persecution and considering returning to the Old
Covenant ways. The author of Hebrews explains how the Old Testament and its laws and sacrifices point
to Christ and His work. He identifies Christ as the High Priest of the New Covenant. He summarizes the
regulations for worship in the OT and how those practices were not permanent. They have been super-
seded by the one-time sacrifice of Christ. This one-time sacrifice for all people for all time is what today’s
lesson is about.

Read Hebrews 9:23-28

1. vs. 23: The “copies” are the things on earth that are copies of the originals in heaven
These things needed to be purified (see last week’s lesson) in order to be used
The genuine heavenly things were perfected by something better than the blood of animals

2. Vs. 24: Here is a major difference between human high priests and Jesus the high priest
They enter a tabernacle made with hands; Jesus entered the true one, heaven
The human priests offered sacrifices as a mediator between God and man
Jesus appears in heaven before God as our mediator in person
The word “now” indicates that Jesus is doing this in an ongoing capacity

3. vs. 25: Here is another difference between Jesus and human high priests
Human priests enter the Most Holy Place only once every year to offer sacrifices
However, they must do this continually, year after year
Jesus did not “enter heaven of offer himself again and again”

4. vs. 26: This verse continues the idea begun in vs. 25
Jesus didn’t need to sacrifice Himself over and over again
He appeared once to sacrifice Himself once to take away sins forever
This is why Jesus’ sacrifice was superior to the OT sacrifices
Those OT sacrifices has to be offered again and again, year after year
This is the last sacrifice that is needed to take away sins

5. vs. 27-28: These two verses establish two important points
First, one death is certain; we will die physically, Jesus sacrificed Himself once
Along with this, there is a judgment facing all to determine eternal life
Second, Jesus came the first time to take away sins
When He comes again, it will be to gather those who are forgiven
He will not need to die for sins a second time; the first time was all-inclusive



Read Hebrews 10:1-4

6. vs. 1: The previous section showed how Christ’s priesthood was superior to the OT priesthood
Here he begins a section showing how Christ’s sacrifice was superior to OT sacrifices
The OT Law, the Law of Moses, did what God intended
It was a “shadow of the good things that are coming”
There was something better coming to replace the OT law of sacrifices
It was a temporary teacher which would lead us to Christ (Gal. 3:23-25)
Since it’s both temporary and limited, it can’t make people perfect who use it

7.vs. 2: The author here brings up a logical connection to what he said in vs. 1
If the OT law made people perfect, why did they have to keep offering sacrifices?
Obviously, the continued sacrifices show that the people aren’t perfected yet
If they have to be repeated continually, they don’t have the power to perfect anyone
He finishes by saying that people still felt the guilt of their sins despite sacrifices
That implies that a perfect sacrifice takes away the guilt of sin

8. vs. 3: Instead of freeing the people of their guilt, they are reminded of it continually
The sacrifices occur annually
Every year, people are reminded of their sinfulness

9. vs. 4: If the blood of bulls and goats can’t take away sins, why did God command this practice?
The blood of these animals covered over the sins, accounted for them
God sees the blood shed instead of the sin committed
Also, it shows that the shedding of blood is necessary for sins to be forgiven

Read Hebrews 10:11-14

10. vs. 11: The OT priests had rituals they performed over and over again
There were 4 blood offerings (sin, guilt, burnt, fellowship)
There were two non-blood offerings (grain, drink)
They stood day after day doing these exact same things in the exact same way
Again, the writer reminds us that these rituals can “never” take away sins

11. vs. 12: In contrast to what the human priests do is Jesus, who does things differently
He doesn’t offer repeated sacrifices—He offers one sacrifice one time
He then sits down to rest—the work is completed
Note that Jesus sits down, while the priests in vs. 11 are always standing

12. vs. 13: Once Jesus has offered Himself as a sacrifice, He does not need to do anything more
This verse says “He waits”
It tells us that His enemies will be brought low before Him
This is a reference to “every knee will bow and every tongue confess” Phil 2:9-10



13. vs. 14: Jesus’ sacrifice did what the OT animal sacrifices could not
“He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy”
Verses 1, 4, and 11 of chapter 10 all say that the animal sacrifices can’t take away sins
If Christ’s blood makes us holy, there is no sin
His sacrifice has done what the OT sacrifices were unable to do

Read Hebrews 10:19-25

14. vs. 19: This last section reveals the implications of Jesus’ priestly work
In the OT, only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place, and only once a year
This was the place of God’s presence
Jesus’ sacrifice completely satisfied the penalty for sin that we owed
Now we each have access to God, something that was unthinkable and impossible before

15. vs. 20: There is now a “new and living way”, different from the Old Testament ways
It is through the blood of Christ, and living, as it gives life to those who follow it
Jesus’ blood opens a way for us into the Most Holy Place, into God’s presence
The curtain that separated the Most Holy Place was torn when Jesus died (Matt. 27:51)
There is no longer a barrier separating believers from God

16. vs. 21: Jesus has been frequently proven to be the High Priest of the New Covenant
He is now the High Priest over the House of God
The “House of God” was a title for the temple in Jerusalem
Now that title refers to the church, the people of God

17. vs. 22: Because Jesus opened the way, we are encouraged to draw near to God
We are to have a sincere heart and to have the full assurance by faith that we can
Our hearts are sprinkled, cleansing us from our former guilty consciences
This is like the sprinkling of the sacrifices in last week’s lesson
Our bodies are washed with “pure water”, which likely refers to baptism

18. vs. 23: To hold “unswervingly” means to stay consistent in maintaining the faith
We are to be faithful because God is faithful in upholding His promises

19. v. 24-25: We are to find ways to encourage each other about these truths
We are to spur others to love more and continually, and to do good works
It is easier to encourage others when we see them often, like when we meet together
Each day brings us closer to Jesus’ return
By implication, we encourage each other more and more each day



Application: Most people in the ancient Greco-Roman world believed their gods were remote and cared
little for them. It can be easy for us to believe that about God as well; His silence can lead us
to think He doesn’t care about us. But this idea is proved wrong in the person of Jesus, our
great high priest. He put on flesh and came to earth to offer himself as a sacrifice for our
sins. Those are not the actions of a distant, uncaring God. We are called to remember that
God also comes to us before we come to Him. He is always caring and available.

Prayer: Father God, thank You for giving us a faithful high priest in Your Son, Jesus Christ. Thank you
for the reminder that we can approach You boldly because of Jesus’ sacrifice, and His making the
way to You available. In Jesus’ name we thank You, Amen.



