
Lord’s Supper Exhortation     September 20, 2020

Most of us have tackled big tasks, challenging tasks, at some point. Some 
were home improvement tasks like putting on a new roof or completely revamping 
your yard. Some were work tasks like doing extra work because someone was 
gone or maybe getting a project done to meet a deadline. Some might have been 
a big presentation at school or working on the engine in your car or even with 
changing personal habits (fill in your own options here). If you haven’t faced 
something like this yet, you will. 

When you get done with this big task, when you have finished it, 
accomplished the goal, you want someone to notice. You want someone to say, 
“Good job! Way to go! That was impressive! Thanks for your hard work in getting 
this done!”

How does it feel when your hard work and accomplishment isn’t noticed or 
commented on? I know seeking out attention and praise isn’t the prime reason for 
anything we do. But doesn’t if feel a little deflating? Doesn’t it annoy/hurt/depress 
you just a little? If it doesn’t, you are a way more mature person than me. 

Let’s look at this situation in connection with Jesus dying on the cross. Jesus
is going to go to the cross, suffer pain and torture, allow himself to be killed, and 
rise again the third day because that will provide the way for people to be able to 
have forgiveness of their sins and enjoy eternal fellowship with God. Pretty big 
task, right? What happens at each step along the way?

1) Jesus tells his disciples multiple times that He must go to the cross and 
die, but they don’t understand what he’s saying to them. 

2) His family thinks he’s gone crazy and tell people to grab him.
3) Many follow Him to get physical healing or food or to see miracles, but 

they don’t really believe what He says.
4) Jesus asks Peter, James, and John to pray with Him in the Garden the 

night he’s arrested, but they fall asleep. 
5) Jesus gets arrested and all his disciples run away and hide. Peter denies 

Him three times. 
6) He is ridiculed and mocked while in agony and pain on the cross. 
7) Thomas won’t believe that the other disciples have seen the risen Christ 

unless he can touch Him.
8) He was seen after His resurrection by over 500 people at one time, but 

still people at that time doubted the story. 



And what was Jesus’ reaction to people not noticing the enormity of the task 
he was working on and then accomplishing?

Mark 16:14: He reproached the disciples for the hardness of their hearts for 
 not believing the reports of the women who had seen Him 

       post-resurrection. 
Luke 24:45-47: He explains the OT Scriptures to them so they understand 

 everything that has happened, and what it means.
John 21:15-17: He gives Peter the command to feed His sheep, showing 

 that Jesus has a plan for even weak disciples.
Matt 28:20: He commands His followers to go make disciples. 

Where does this leave us today? We know the huge challenge that going to 
the cross was for Jesus, and we know He went anyway, because He loves us and 
wants us to have both forgiveness and fellowship. In our meditations today, let us 
thank Him for accomplishing this task so necessary to us, ask forgiveness where 
we have failed to be the people He asks us to be, and ask Him to allow us to be 
useful for His kingdom. 

Prayer: Father God, thank you for going to the cross for us, for dying for us to pay 
the price of our sins. Help us to never tire of saying thank you for this greatest of 
all accomplishments on our behalf. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 


