Quarter Theme: Costly Sacrifices March Theme: Tabernacle, Sacrifices and
Atonement

March 16, 2025 “The Ordination of Priests” Exodus 29:1-9, 35-37
Lesson 3

Intro

When the Old Testament covenant was begun between Israel and God, Moses was the leader of Israel.
His brother Aaron and Aaron’s sons became the first priests to administer the services and sacrifices as
God prescribed. To prepare them, they were anointed, ordained, and consecrated. Anointing consisted of
pouring oil on the priest’s head, done as a ritual to show the person had been selected. Ordination was the
act of appointment through the authority of the congregation of the people. Consecration was the “setting
apart” of a person for the tasks of the priesthood.

God planned for the men of the tribe of Levi to do the tasks associated with the tabernacle (see Numbers
chapters 3 and 8). This is also where the priests come from. Priests were mediators between God and the
people. In this role, they offered sacrifices for atonement, and taught and modeled God’s distinctions
between things that were clean and unclean.

Today’s passage covers the details of how these priests were to be ordained.
Read Exodus 29:1-9

1. vs. 1: Here, the “you” is Moses, being instructed by God on what to do
God says to “consecrate” them, meaning to set them apart in holiness
The rules for priests were stricter and those for the average (non-priest) Israelite
Note the order: they had to be made holy before they could be priests
It could not happen the other way around

Part of the consecration involved sacrificing three animals, a young bull and two rams
All these animals has to be “without defect”—not sick or deformed in any way
God demands the best in order for holiness to be achieved

These animals were sacrificed according to detailed instructions (see Ex. 29:10-28)

2. vs. 2: Three distinct kinds of bread were specified for the ordination
Despite differences, they were all made from unleavened bread
This means they were made without yeast
All were to be made from wheat flour
Barley and wheat were both typical grain crops in the land
Barley was the food of the poor, about 1/3 the cost of wheat (see Rev. 6:6)
This shows that, like the animals, only the best will do in service to God

3.vs. 3: The breads from vs. 2 were to be put in a basket
This sounds trivial, but shows how important and serious this ceremony was
Everything was to done in a very specific manner
The verse doesn’t say so, but it seems possible that everything had this degree of detail
The animals must have been washed, the basket was likely made of the best material, etc



4. vs. 4: The tent of meeting had to be set up first, then Aaron and his sons brought to it
The tent of meeting is another name for the tent used as the tabernacle in the wilderness
The tent had to be set up, including the Most Holy Place
Only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place, and only once a year
But there are no priests or high priests named yet!
Thus, the need to ordain Aaron and his sons

The entrance to the tabernacle faced east
The men are to be brought there to be washed, a ceremonial cleansing
Aaron had four sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

5. vs. 5: The priestly garments are described in Ex. 28:1-5 and 28:31-43
The tunic was to be made of fine linen and woven
It was a close-fitting shirt-like garment
The robe of the ephod is an outer garment
Its features and functions are described in Ex. 28:31-35 and 39:22
The breastpiece was made of gold, precious stones, and fine linen
The Urim and Thummim, devices used for consulting God, also fit into it
A woven waistband interconnected the breastpiece and the ephod
This was to prevent unintended movement of the breastpiece

6. vs. 6: After clothes for the body comes a turban for the head, with a “sacred emblem” attached
There’s not much describing this turban, here or in other verses
Ex. 28:37 says it will have a blue cord with the emblem attached on the front
The emblem was solid gold and had “Holy to the Lord” engraved on it

7.vs. 7: After dressing Aaron in these clothes, Moses was to pour the oil on him to anoint him
The oil was a mixture of olive oil and four spices (see Ex. 30:22-25)

8. vs. 8-9a: This verse instructs Moses to dress the sons in tunics, and put sashes on Aaron and sons
Both Aaron and his sons have both tunics and sashes
The sons have caps, which are different than the headgear of Aaron
All the other items described for Aaron are unique to him, the high priest
The bigger picture here is that all the priests are dressed in dignity and honor

9. vs. 9b: This last part of vs. 9 tells us that the priesthood will be their forever
God says it is “a lasting ordinance”

Read Exodus 29:35-37

10. vs. 35: God tells Moses to take seven days to ordain these priests
This significance of this number of days is not clearly explained
Seven is the number of perfection in Scripture, so seven days makes sense
Seven is also the number of days of creations, ending with a Sabbath day
Seven days might be how long it takes for them to get familiar with their tasks



Whatever the reason, the number of days seems to be very important
Moses stresses in Lev. 8:35 deadly consequences of not honoring the seven days

11. vs. 36: The priests are to sacrifice a bull each day for a sin offering
The altar for doing this was about 56 square feet (also for all other animal offerings)
A sin offering was a means of atonement for sins committed
The need to purify the altar and consecrate it will be discussed in Lesson 5 in 2 weeks

12. vs. 37: This altar is to be used for atonement offerings for seven days
It is to be consecrated as a holy place for these offerings
An unusual thing is said here—whatever touches the altar will be holy
The usual pattern is that a clean thing is made unclean when it touches an unclean thing
Here, the clean thing makes the unclean thing clean
This sounds like a reference to Jesus, the pure Son of God who makes sinners clean

Application: The ordination for the priesthood, and the instructions for it, were very important to God.
These instructions show up in Exodus 29, with greater detail in Leviticus 8, and were
discussed as already being done in Exodus 40. That kind of repetition should catch our
attention.

There are at least two reasons why these details should still be important to us today. First,
the function of the tabernacle and the priesthood form the framework for understanding
Jesus’ sacrifice as an atonement for our sins. (see Rom. 3:25 and Heb. 2:17). Secondly, we
are called to be priests to God under the New Covenant (Rom. 12:1, 1 Peter 2:5). We need
to take our priesthood functions and responsibilities as seriously as God made them for the
first priests.

Prayer: Father God, thank You for recording how the priesthood began and for letting us see how serious
it was and is to You. Help us to know how we can do better at honoring our priesthood to You so
that it reflects Your holiness. We pray this in the name of our great High Priest, who was the once-
for-all sacrifice for our sins, Jesus. Amen.



