Quarter Theme: The Testimony of Faithful Witnesses June Theme: Faith Witnesses Model
God’s Fidelity

June 14, 2026 “Hannabh, the Faithful Supplicant” 1 Samuel 1:9-20, 25
Lesson 2

Intro

Today’s passage occurs late in the Judges period, roughly around 1100 BC. In the first eight verses of
chapter one, we see Elkanah (a priest) who has two wives, Peninnah and Hannah. Hannah is unable to
bear children, while Peninnah can bear children. In that time, the ability to have children was seen as
solely under God’s direction, just like the fertility of crops or the success of the harvest.

Peninnah mocked Hannah’s infertility, likely because she was jealous that Elkanah loved Hannah and
gave her a “double portion”, the amount typically given to a firstborn son and heir. This shows her status
in Elkanah’s eyes.

There were many women who were unable to bear children initially who later bore famous sons. Isaac,
Jacob and Esau, Joseph, Samson, and John the Baptist were all born to mothers who were initially unable
to bear children. In each story, they sought God’s help and deliverance from childlessness, and God
turned his attention to them, as He does to Hannah.

Read 1 Samuel 1:9-20, 25

1. vs. 9: Hannah and her family have traveled to Shiloh
They are coming to perform an annual sacrifice
Some sacrifices are burnt offerings, where the whole sacrifice is for God alone
Others, like this one, are shared and eaten
The people eat one portion of the sacrifice together in the presence of God
The “Lord’s House” here is the tabernacle, not Solomon’s temple
This is a temporary home for the ark, and Eli presides over its usage

2. vs. 10: Hannah prays, weeping bitterly because she is unable to have a child
She comes to God for help, He who is the source of life
The Hebrew for “weeping bitterly” is “weeping, she was weeping”
This shows how serious her grief and pain are
Elkanah has children with his other wife, Peninnah
The family line will continue even if Hannah doesn’t have children
Hannah here is asking for God’s intervention for her, a personal plea

3. vs. 11: Several things are important in this verse
First, Hannah addresses God as “Lord Almighty”
This is a recognition of God’s absolute power
Hannah describes herself as a servant
This shows one who has no power, who is subservient to the Almighty
Hannah asks for a son, and makes a vow to give him over to God’s service
A vow is a promise to a deity in return for a benefit granted by that deity



4. vs.

5. vs.

7.Vs

A vow becomes a way of seeking to negotiate with forces beyond human control

Hannah not only gives her future son to God, but wants him to be a Nazirite

Samson was a Nazirite (never cutting his hair, especially given to God’s directions)
Samson’s mother was told he would be a Nazirite; that’s not the case with Hannah

Hannah’s desire shows her dedication to God by wanting her son to be used by God

Hannah would get a child, and God would get a dedicated servant

It looks like a win-win situation

12-13: Hannah is praying, but it’s non-verbal; she is “praying in her heart”

Eli thinks she is drunk because most prayers in the temple are spoken, they are aloud
This is the only prayer in the Bible which is specifically as a silent prayer

Eli might have see her family celebrating the sacrificial dinner

Perhaps he thinks she drank too much wine at dinner

He makes a common mistake her that we frequently do as well

He assumes something instead of asking questions or looking for more details

14: Here Eli accuses her of being drunk

He comes across as insensitive to the prayers of God’s people

His insensitivity is also a result of how he deals with his sons

Hophni and Phineas are widely known to steal from the Lord’s sacrifices

Eli rebukes them privately, but does not remove them from their priestly duties

. 15: Hannah denies Eli’s accusation, and explains what she was doing

She was “pouring out “ her soul to the Lord
Just as various liquids are poured out as offerings, so are her tears in this instance

. 16: Hannah here says she is not a “wicked woman”

Older translations use the phrase “daughter of Belial”

The word Belial appears in both the OT and the NT

The word means a person who is wicked, who personifies wicked actions
Hannah says she is not this kind of a person

Her prayers are earnest and sincere

Her prayers and vow come from her anguish and grief

Hers is a pure soul, not one of trickery or deceit

8. vs. 17: Eli seems to understand that he has misread the situation

He sends her on her way with a blessing

He blesses her in the name of the Lord, “The God of Israel”

He has not been told Hannah’s request, but he seems to sense her sincerity before God
He asks God to grant her the thing she has prayed for

9. vs. 18: Hannah’s response shows her godliness

She answers Eli with great respect and honor
She calls herself “your servant”, showing humility to one of higher rank
Her eating indicates she has hope in God answering her prayer; she is at peace



10. vs. 19: The next morning, Elkanah and Hannah worship God before leaving for home
This again shows their devotion to God in all they do
When they get home, Elkanah and Hannah make love
The verse says that “the Lord remembered her”
God hadn’t forgotten Hannah—this means that He is now attending to her request
Hannah will now get pregnant with the child she desires

11. vs. 20: Hannah eventually has a son whom she calls Samuel
This name is significant
The “el” at the end are a Hebrew word for God
The first part sounds like the Hebrew word for “ask”
This name is to remind all, herself included, that Samuel exists because Hannah asked
Hannah asked, and God delivered

12. vs. 25: Samuel has grown up in vs. 21-24; he is now brought to Eli for a special dedication
He will live with Eli and serve an apprenticeship, learning to be a priest
Hannah fulfills her end of the vow she made
Her faithfulness brings her further blessings
She is able to visit Samuel each year, and Eli blesses her and Elkanah
She ends up having five more children
Samuel ends up being a major figure in Israel’s history
He is the bridge between the judges and the prophets
He is the one who announces that David is to be the king of Israel

Application: Hannah models faithfulness in prayer, bravery in the face of false accusations, and
dedication to her word. She asks God for her heart’s desire and then willingly returns that
gift to God. Likely every mother knows the strength required to follow through with a vow
like that. May we all learn to have such faithfulness, submission, trust, and generosity in our
relationships with God.

Prayer: Father God, thank You for Your miraculous provisions, as seen in Hannah’s story. May we
delight in what You provide to us, and release them back to You when required. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



