Quarter Theme: A King Forever and Ever Theme: Life in God’s Kingdom

February 9, 2025 “Heeding Wholly” Matthew 11:7-15, 20-24
Lesson 2

Intro

John the Baptist is a very significant figure in the New Testament, his name coming up about 90 times in
the four gospels and in Acts. John played an important role in Jesus’ ministry. First, he was the “Elijah
who was to come”. This is a fulfillment of Malachi 4:5, where God send He would send Elijah before the
coming of “the day of the Lord”. John was understood to have filled the Elijah role as a prophetic voice
that prepared people for the coming of the Messiah. Next, John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River “to
fulfill all righteousness.” This means it was the right thing to do in God’s plan, and was confirmed by the
presence of the Spirit in the form of a dove, and by the voice of God Himself. Finally, John himself said
that Jesus was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”

Today’s lesson looks at a time after John’s ministry is over and he is in prison. He has heard of the works
that Jesus has done, and sends his disciples to Jesus seeking to know whether or not Jesus was the
Messiah. Jesus’ response was to point to the miracles (11:4-6). Today’s passage picks up just after Jesus’
response to John’s disciples.

Read Matthew 11:7-15

1.vs. 7:AsJohn’s disciples are leaving, Jesus asks the crowd a question about their motives
Why did the go out into the wilderness to see John and be baptized by him?
It wasn’t easy or convenient to go from the cities and towns into the wilderness
At the heart of Jesus’ question is what the people think of John, the kind of person he was
He refers to a possible perception of John as a “reed swayed by the wind”
This means a person who is wishy-washy, swaying in what they say

2. vs. 8: Jesus continues probing the people’s reasons for going to John
He next refers to going to see a man wearing fine clothes like those in a king’s palace
This is obviously not why they went to see John, who wore rough clothing
John’s lifestyle was basic, far from the comforts and finery of a king’s palace

3. vs. 9: Jesus asks a final question which gets to the heart of who John is
He asks them, “Did you go to see a prophet? Yes, and more than a prophet”
John wasn’t an ordinary man; he was preaching a message that got people’s attention
Angry religious leaders and Roman soldiers came to see what he was saying
Some of them repented at hearing his message
Jesus knows the people consider John a prophet
Being a prophet carries with it some specific implications
A prophet speaks for God, meaning he speaks God’s message to people
The prophets often began with “Hear the word of the Lord”
The people believe, as a prophet, John is speaking God’s words to them
Prophets were seen as an integral part of Israel’s history
By Jesus’ day, Israel has about 2000 years of history, dating back to Abraham



Jesus agrees with the people that John is a prophet
Then he upped the ante by saying that John was “more than a prophet”

4. vs. 10: Jesus’ response shows that John was more than a prophet; he was a fulfillment of a prophecy
This prophecy is found in Isaiah 40:3-5 and Malachi 3:1
This prophecy is so significant that all four gospels mention this role of John’s

5. vs. 11: Jesus speaks a paradox here
No one born of woman is greater than John
However, the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John
Jesus is speaking of the kingdom of God (Matthew uses kingdom of heaven)
This kingdom has three time phases: past, present, and future
Jesus says that in the present, there is no one greater than John
He also says that in the future (eternal) spiritual kingdom of God, even the least person in
the kingdom will be considered greater than John the Baptist
John is the key transitional figure between the old covenant and the new one
His ministry isn’t as a member of the new covenant
He is the last (and greatest) of the Old Testament prophets

6. vs. 12-13: Several things are at work in these verses
First, Jesus talks about the time from John the Baptist “until now”
The time between John’s arrest and “now” is only a few months
This shows there is an overlap between the ministries of John and Jesus
John’s role as OT prophet and Jesus’ role as Messiah are happening at the same time
John’s role was to prepare the people for the Messiah using the “Prophets and the Law”
Jesus’ role was to open the doors to the kingdom to all by His death and resurrection

Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven “has been subjected to violence”
This could be a reference to John’s coming death by beheading
It could also refer to Jesus’ own death
The church’s beginning was filled with violence by people who tried to stop its spreading

What Jesus means by “violent people have been raiding it” is more challenging
This seems to refer to those Romans and Jews who were using violence to stop the Gospel
Some think it refers to Christians who are forcefully preaching and striving for the Gospel
| believe it is the first and not the second
Jesus never used physical violence and force
Jesus told Peter to “put away your sword” when Peter wanted to defend Jesus
It is inconsistent with Jesus’ teachings to think Christians should ever use violence as a
tool in defending the Gospel

7. vs. 14-15: Jesus here finishes his comments about John
The common expectation was that Elijah himself would return, a reincarnation
Jesus says that John has fulfilled Malachi’s prophecy, an Elijah in attitude and spirit
He tells the people that they need to be willing to accept the fulfillment as it has happened
Some will, some won’t; “whoever has ears, let them hear”



Read Matthew 11:20-14

8. vs. 20: The concept of noticing the reality of what has happened from vs. 14-15 is the focus here
Jesus rebukes people who have seen Him do miracles, have not repented
People saw the thing happen (like John’s appearance) but they didn’t respond correctly
The Jews of Jesus day expected different actions from a Messiah than what Jesus did
He gave miracles; they expected social / political changes

9. vs. 21-22: Jesus here specifically calls out the towns of Chorazin and Bethsaida

They were towns on the northern shore of the sea of Galilee, about 10 miles apart
Chorazin was a prosperous agricultural town
Bethsaida was the hometown of Philip, Peter, and Andrew
Many of Jesus’ miracles were done in areas like this

Jesus rebukes them, saying if Gentiles has seen these miracles, they would repent
He specifically brings up the towns of Tyre and Sidon
These are Phoenician cities (filled with Gentiles) on the Mediterranean coast
Repenting in “sackcloth and ashes” shows a deep, heartfelt desire to change, a humility
It was near these towns that Jesus met the Canaanite women in Matthew 15

She had a demon-possessed child that she asked Jesus to help

Her faith in Jesus’ power resulted in her child being healed
If Gentiles see these things and repent, why don’t Jews? That is Jesus’ point

10. vs.23-24: The same comparison and point are made here between Capernaum and Sodom
Capernaum is well-known in the gospels, being mentioned 16 times between them
It was the town Jesus used as his home base for ministry (Matt. 4:13)
It was located between many towns and villages, making it a prime central take off spot
Jesus performed many miracles in and around Capernaum

Sodom was one of the cities burned with fire by God in Ex. 19 for their wickedness

There were not even 10 righteous people to be found in the entire city

Sodom became a byword for a place harshly judges for unrepentant sinfulness

Jesus says if he had done His miracles there, some people would have repented

He says on judgment day “it will be more bearable for Sodom...than for you”
(Capernaum)

Application: Jesus admonished the stubborn cities that refused to repent. They had seen the miracles
firsthand, but resisted His call to repentance. This is at its core a heart issue. It’s a self-
inflicted wound to choose not to hear or see what God has done before one’s eyes. We need
to examine our lives to see if there are parts where our own stubbornness is refusing to
surrender to God.

Prayer: Father God, we desire that the Holy Spirit continue to bring us to repentance and acceptance of
Your work in our lives, that we might reflect You as much as possible to this world. In Jesus’
name, Amen.



