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November 16, 2025	          	      “Ezekiel’s Sign”		     Ezekiel 3:10-11, 24:15-24, 27
		                       	                Lesson 2		
	  			  		
Intro
Ezekiel was a contemporary of Jeremiah’s. Both lived during the time of the Babylonian captivity, which took place in three stages. There were deportations in 605, 597, and 586 BC. Ezekiel was part of the group deported in 597 BC. For comparison’s sake, Daniel was part of the first exile in 605. But where Daniel and others ended up in the king’s palace, Ezekiel was among the exiles that ended up by the Kebar River (Ezek. 1:1). He is called the priest initially, but God calls him to be in prophet in chapter 2. Today’s text is the first phase of Ezekiel, where God communicates through him His judgment on His people for failing to keep the covenant. 

Read Ezekiel 3:10-11

1. vs. 10: The first of two imperatives, two “musts”, is given here
		God tells Ezekiel that he must “listen carefully” to everything God says
		He is told to “take to heart” all God’s words
			This phrase implies total acceptance to God’s message
		God begins the phrase by calling Ezekiel “son of man”
			This is a title usually connected to Jesus, showing Him as Messiah
			Here it shows that Ezekiel is mortal—just a normal human being
			He is to remember that status when he considers God’s words
		 
2. vs. 11: The second “must” is to go speak God’s message to the people
		God knows they are in exile; He wants them to know why
		God also knows that some won’t listen to the message
			“whether they listen or fail to listen”
		Ezekiel is to speak to them, regardless of their response
		God has already called them “obstinate” and “stubborn” (Ez. 2:4)
		Ezekiel must remain faithful to give the Lord’s message
		The people must decide if they will be faithful to hear it


Read Ezekiel 24:15-24, 27

3. vs. 15-16a: Much time has passed between 3:11 and this verse, 24:15
		Ezekiel has used himself as an example/illustration
		He is trying to show the people that God’s wrath is coming
		God says He is going to use Ezekiel once more
			He is about to take “the delight of your eyes”
			God is going to allow Ezekiel’s wife to die


4. vs. 16b-17: God tells Ezekiel here how he should look and act
		Though his wife dies, he is to look and act normal
		This is completely opposite to his culture’s pattern
		Usually there is wailing and loud mourning
			He is told to “groan quietly; do not mourn”
		He is told to keep his turban and sandals on
		He is likewise told not to cover his mustache or beard
		Also, he is not to eat the usual foods showing mourning
			All of these are counter to what’s usually done
		There is a purpose to God’s commands, as will be shown

5. vs. 18: It appears that Ezekiel was told early in the day his wife would die
		He goes about his prophetic business, starting in the morning
		He comments that “in the evening my wife died”
		We don’t see what he did that evening and through the night
		But the next morning he “did…as commanded”
			He spoke to the people despite his wife dying

6. vs. 19: The people notice Ezekiel’s unusual behavior and ask about it
		They don’t see what his behaviors have to do with them
		They see only that he is not acting as a mourner should
		In this book, God is trying to change the people’s mindset
			They have been rebelling against Him
			This is noted at least 10 times in the book
		God repeatedly has Ezekiel act in ways to draw attention
		If his explanations don’t agree with their ideas, the people reject them
		
7. vs. 20: Ezekiel says this phrase repeatedly in this book:
		“The word of the Lord came to me”
		This isn’t his own ideas; these come from God Himself
		We don’t usually see how God communicates with Ezekiel
		What’s important is that the prophecies prove to be true
	
8. vs. 21: God uses the term “Israel” to refer to all His people
		Israel was the northern 10 kingdoms after the split
		But here, He is speaking to Judah and Benjamin
	    In vs. 19, the people asked, “How is this connected to us?”
		God now shows them
		Loss of Ezekiel’s wife = loss of the temple
		Ezekiel = the people
		Ezekiel’s reaction = the people’s reaction to this loss
			The people will also see destruction and death 

9. vs. 22-23: The connection between Ezekiel and the people is given here
		They will lose what was precious to them—the temple
		Their reaction will be to go about their lives as normal
		God used Ezekiel as an object lesson to teach the people
		They won’t listen, unfortunately
		Jerusalem will fall in about 2 ½ years, the people taken away

10. vs. 24: God tells the people how to know what is true
		Ezekiel’s life will be their lives, their reactions
		When that happens, it will be a prophecy fulfilled
		A true prophet’s words come to pass, a false one’s don’t
		God is showing that Ezekiel is His prophet, a true one

11. vs. 27: God says that Ezekiel will change his behavior about silence
		After Jerusalem falls, he is to speak to the people
		This is a “sign” from God to change 
		If the people see Ezekiel change, maybe they will also
		


Application: The prophets often brought words of warning or soon destruction and pain due to the people’s lack of faithfulness to God. The prophets were also responsible for bringing the word of God to the people, whether they listened or not. We see in Scripture that often the message and the messenger were rejected. Our message is much more positive than Ezekiel’s—the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ. And we may face times when speaking difficult truths to people who don’t want to hear them is uncomfortable. The gospel is forgiveness in Christ, but it is also a message to recognize that we are sinners in need of a Savior. This is our task to fulfill, without worrying about the response. 

	 


Prayer: Father God, it can be hard to face difficult truths in times of crisis, many times because they will call for changes that we don’t want to do. Give us power to make the changes we need to make in order to be better followers of you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
