Quarter Theme: Examining Our Faith Unit 1 Theme: Faithful vs. Faithless

March 3, 2024 “Sustaining Our Faith” Jude 17-25
Lesson 1

Intro
Today is the beginning of our Spring quarter study. Our topic for the next three months is “Examining
Our Faith.” The first lesson is dealing with being Faithful vs. Faithless, from the book of Jude.

The letter of Jude is short, only 1 chapter of 25 verses. It is a letter of encouragement to Christians in a
time where their faith is being attacked, primarily by people who are inside the church. In vs. 3, he urges
believers to “contend for the faith” that has been passed down to them by other faithful believers. These
various churches he writes to have all been infiltrated by people living ungodly lives and encouraging
others to do the same. The faith is under attack; how are believers to respond? What does it mean to
“contend for the faith” in these circumstances? Our lesson looks at Jude’s counsel on how to do this,
coming from the last nine verses.

Read Jude 17-25
1. vs. 17: Prior to this verse, Jude has warned believers about these false leaders and their actions
Here he tells them to “remember”—these things were foretold by the apostles
Paul writes about this in Acts 20
None of them should be surprised by this happening; it was foretold
His words also remind them of the power and importance of the teaching of the apostles
Acts 2:42 says believers devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles
They were teaching the things taught by Jesus Himself, not their own ideas
Jude calls these believers “dear friends”, frequently translated “beloved”
We can always use the reminder that we are loved by God
We relish knowing that we are loved by our leaders in the faith

2.vs. 18: Vs. 18-19 remind the believers of what the apostles have said in their warning
At some point, scoffers would arise within the church itself with ungodly interests
The “last times” he mentions refers to the final era in God’s dealings with man
This era is one of God’s salvation and judgment—the time we are in now
This is the era of the church, from Christ to the present moment
The scoffers who come mock God’s judgment and any idea of personal accountability
This is seen in that they follow their own desires without regard to God
They either don’t believe God’s judgment applies to them, or that it’s coming at all
They live by their own agenda, their own desires
This is in contrast to listening to the apostles’ teachings, and to Scripture itself

3. vs. 19: Jude gives three ways these types of people can be identified
They are divisive
They are worldly
They lack “the Spirit of God”
Jude identifies them by their works and/or by their effect on the church body
If they lack the Spirit, then there is no “Fruit of the Spirit” coming from their lives
Not being led by the Spirit means they are being led by their own ungodly interests



4. vs. 20-21: These two verses show the contrast between the scoffers and believers
The scoffers mock keeping faith, while the believers build their lives on faith
The ungodly scoff at any coming judgment; believers are waiting for Christ’s return
Believers are looking for the mercy of God promised to those who follow Christ

Note that Jude once again calls these believers “dear friends”
This is because of all of their connection through relationship to Christ
It’s not because Jude himself loves them, but because God loves all who seek Him

Jude gives them a command to follow: “keep yourselves in God’s love”
This is a call to action, to continually ground themselves in God’s love for them
This is especially helpful and needed when times are difficult and challenging
Jude gives them three things that will keep them in God’s love
1) “building on the most holy faith”
This means believing in salvation through Christ’s sacrifice
This means learning and following the teachings of Christ
This means adhering to the teachings of the apostles
2) “praying in the Holy Spirit”
Prayer is a necessary part of daily life, but especially in difficult times
If we are praying to God, then the Spirit of God is in us
Also, the Spirit intercedes for us before God in our prayers
3) Trust in “the mercy of God”
We believe that God has shown us mercy through salvation by Christ
We trust and hope in this mercy daily as we ask forgiveness for sins
At the Second Coming, we will receive mercy instead of judgment

Finally, note that in these verses, Jude refers to all three members of the Godhead
Praying in the Spirit, God’s love, mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
Jude recognizes the Trinity here as all fully God

5. vs. 22-23: In these two verses, Jude offers practical ways we “keep ourselves in God’s love”
The general principle is to love others to show God’s love
Jude is writing to churches that have been harmed by selfish people
He says to “be merciful to those who doubt”
It doesn’t matter if this doubt comes from scoffers or questions that need answers
They are not to be mocked or dismissed; they are to be loved
It is not a sin to struggle with faith
He says to “save others ...from the fire”
This refers to the destruction caused by the mockers in the churches
People whose faith has been damaged need rescuing, not ignoring
The last group are those who have been stained by the mockers’ actions/beliefs
They are to be treated with “mercy mixed with fear”
God’s love cannot exist alongside evil
Mercy and compassion are to be given, being aware of evil’s danger
Jude wants them to show mercy to others, as Christ has shown mercy to them



6. vs. 24: Jude presents here a sort of doxology, a phrase of praise to God
The first part notes what God is doing for us
“keep you from stumbling, and present you before His glorious presence”
This happens in two ways:
First, God has given us salvation through Christ’s death on the cross
He also empowers us through the Spirit to walk safely on the way
Second, believers are accountable to keep their walk righteous
We do not save ourselves; that is Christ’s work alone

7. vs. 25: The doxology concludes with noting what rightfully belongs to God
“glory, majesty, power, authority”
Because God has all these qualities, he can “keep” us “without blemish”
This is a prayer of praise for who God is as well as what He does

Application: The church has always been in perilous times, just as it was when Jude wrote his letter. The
church is called to have healthy discernment and to heed the teaching of the apostles. Despite
outward and inward challenges, the church is not supposed to live in fear, but in confidence.
Our foundation is God’s love for us, which we then pass on to others harmed or damages by
the challenges of the times. The church is called to contend for the faith, which calls for us to
who mercy to those who doubt, who are ensnared by fire, and that have soiled garments. We
help others and show them the same love we have been shown in Christ.

Prayer: Father God, we ask that You continue to keep us secure in Your love, and enable us to show
mercy to others who need Your love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



